Asking;. 

" If je tlien, being evil, know how to gvia good gifts to your 

children ; how urn oil more eh all your heavenly Father give the 
Holy Spirit to them that ask him *" St. Lnke tt : 12. 


"O Heavenly Father, thou bast told 
Of a Kid more precious than pearls and gold ; 
A gift that ia free to every one. 
Through .leaut Christ, tby only Son : 
For his sake give it to me. 

"O Rive it to roe, for Jriiis said, 
Ti. us ,i father glvetli tils children brand, 
A nd how much more thou wilt aurely give 
Tbe gift by which the dead shall live? 
For Christ's sake, give it to me. 

"I cannot see, and I want the viglit ; 
I am In the ■lurk, ami I want the light ; 
1 want to pray, and I don't know how ; 
U give me thy Holy Spirit now ! 
For Christ's sake, give it me. 

"Thou hast said tt. I must believe ; 
It is only auk, and 1 sltttll receive : 
If tliou did 'si say it, it must be line ; 
Am) there's nothing else for me to do ! 
For L'lirint's sake, give it to me. 

"Ho 1 come and ask, became my need 
Is \ery ureal and real Indeed, 
On the strength of thy Word I come and say, 
O let i li v word come true to-day ! 
For Christ's sake, give it tome!;' 

—Hiss F. B. Havkikiai., 


THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 


A Serial of Instruction Inviting (J rave Kesesrch. No. 1. 
My Djcar Fhiendr ; Pit miming upon your 
piety and susceptibility ol improvement, 1 come as 
your friend to travel with you over the historic 
road so unmistakably rip rapped by the German 
Baptist church as to be "peculiar" and original. 
You may think it strange to revisit the ftaska of 
Dunkardism and sail down the old channel a sea 
oud time, but I can assure you that the effort is 
worthy the trouble, and though you shill express 
surprise when brought lace to face with many 
prominent landmarks of your own rearing, you can 
console yourselves by thinking that many good 
parents beget maimed and naughty childien. This 
consolation shall not be denied you, even though a 
sober second thought should indicate that children 
inherit their peculiar characteristics from their 
parents. That you are a "peculiar people" needs 
no demonstration, but whether your peculiarity is 
molded alter the scripture model may need some 
clearing dp to become especially forcible. Espec- 
ially in this intensely practical age do cynics as 
well as honest investigators, examine the "peculiar" 
principle, and look through it, expecting the end 
sought to materialize. The principle and the end 
sought are supposed to be related to each other 
something after the fashion of cause and effect, and 
though it should not be so, it might be explained 
away upon the hypothesis of still additional "jwcu- 
liarity." 

At this juncture of German Baptist history, 
when it has donned its Samsonian garments of 
strength and shook off its rear appendage and pilot, 
better known as Old Orderism and Progression, 
or still more explicitly, its head and tail, a word of 
caution and advice cannot but be timely for the 
preservation of tbe central remainder. We need 
not gratify the idle inquiry of the inquisitive theo- 
rist as to how a body can be kept plump without 
the apparently indispensible organs located within 
■nd about the head, nor dilate upon the motions of 
such a body when bereft of its rear appendage. It 
is sufficient to know that artificial means can be 
resorted to when the natural avenues of sustenance 
are severed, and that life will linger in many cases 
long after the knife has been applied. 

As a church or ecclesiastical body your princi 
pies are elastic. Your leaders possess the power 
of never forgetting anything and of never learning 
anything. It was all the same when Saur cham- 
pioned the art preservative in the new world, and 
stood in the front rank of social and intellectual 
leadership ; when Saylor, Miller, WiBe, and Quin- 
ter, Eby and .Mohler constituted a compound 
triumvirate for the suppression of progress and the 
creation of a new universe bounded by their opin- 
ions on the north, east, south, and west, in which 
tbe "salt of the earth" should be herded ; or when 
church organs, "female hats," and Prince Albert 
costume* are tolerated, encouraged and boasted ; 
through these immense stretches of theological 
latitude you can perceive no climatic changes in 
your religious temperature, asd still afiect tbe un- 
changeable, eternal principle of "peculiarity" and 
loyalty to "customs and usages." Just now you 


•re drilling. I can tell you plainly and truthfully 
that you are drifting, whether you know it of not. 
To one standing upon the banks, with permanent 
sight mounds on the opposite shore, a raft whirl- 
ing along with the current is plainly discernable, 
sb it floats down the stream. 

But without tedious verbiage, let us cross the 
Atlantic together and stand with that little group 
of eight from Sen wart zenau, who, in 1708, were 
immersed in the river Aeder, and then and there 
"covenanted together to walk in all the command- 
ments and ordinances of the Lord." It is safe to 
presume that all preceding motives centered into 
the act of their baptism and the fact ol their mu- 
tual covenant "to walk in all the commandments 
and ordinances of the Lord." Thus they organ- 
ized with no creed, dogmas, mandates, minutes or 
rules other than those engrafted within the word 
of God. But those that had creeds, mandates and 
dogmas, conceived and authorized by men, pel se- 
euted them just an yon are now persecuting the 
Brethren church, or, as you call them, progressives, 
rebels or what not. 

It may not seem pleasant to contemplate, but 
you stand now just where this infant Christian 
community's persecutors stood ; your feet based 
upon the German Baptist creed, the annual meet- 
ing mandates converted into a lash of scorpions, 
which you are applying to the backs of the Breth- 
ren, just as the perseeutors of 1708 — 1720, applied 
a similar scourge, with identical zeal to the backs 
of our progenitors. Mack's community had no 
creed but the Gospel, and consequently they were 
despised, |M?i'»ecuicd and robbed by those that had 
and defended creeds ; the Brethren church has no 
creed but the Gospel, and they arc despised per 
secuted, and robbed by a church that has and 
defends a creed. This scrap of history is so pal- 
pable that no honest man uf average intelligence 
willdeny.it. Every German Baptist knows it to 
be the unvarnished truth. 

But we eome down the stream with this little 
Christian community, avowing as they do, that 
they will obey "all the ordinances and command- 
ments of the Lord," having no law but the law of 
Gcd and no rules bu* those contained in the New 
Testament. Persecution to right of them, persecu- 
tion to left of them, stigmatized, robbed of their 
property, and cast out of the great church families 
around them, because they "covenanted together 
to obey all the commandments and ordinances of 
the Lord," or, as brother Henry Kurtz Bays, speak- 
ing of the principles of this religious people, they 
took "the pure word of God, and that alone, as the 
infallible rule of their faith and practice. Because 
of their disregard ot creeds and religious dogmas, 
and their avowed purpose to accept the Gospel as 
their "only and all sufficient rule of faith and 
practice, or in other words, because they rejected 
all uninspired doctrine and flung solely to inspired 
articles of salvation, they were cast off and perse- 
cuted by the fanatical serfs of priestly duplicity. 

In the course ol a few years they emigrated to 
America to escape ostracism and persecution, and 
settled near Philadelphia, still the same honest, in- 
corruptible champions of apostolic religion based 
upon exclusive apostolic rules. Against their moral 
integrity no stain has ever appeared, and we shall 
leave them for the present, an honest, law-abiding 
people, with no creed but the Gospel, no law in re- 
ligion but the law of Chi ist, and the uncomprom- 
ising foe to "every form of doctrine, every practice, 
every custom and ordinance contrary to that di- 
vine and infallible rule." Thus they began, and it 
shall be our good pleasure to ncord their future 
history by the ''logic of events" for the special ad- 
vantage of the German Baptist church. 
(2b be continued.) 


careful of us as to number tbe very hairs of our 
heads. After He formed us after his own image,. 
He placed us on a high scale, and g»ve us the con- 
trol and power over the beasts of the field. Ho 
furnished for our reception a world filled with his 
bounty and beauty. In the proper seasons the 
beautiful grain shines in golden colors to supply 
our wants, while, the lilies, in all their glory, smile 
in blushing beauty and charge the air with sweet 
and delightful fragrance, to make us happy. We 
view the delightful landscapes over and over; 
decked with luxuriant and rich verdure ; and yet 
how little do we appreciate the goodness of God 
and his wonderful works ! Hills and vales, and 
woods and lawns, buret upon our vision ; and yet 
how little do we praise him for their grandeur and 
benefit ! He made the evenings and mornings to 
refresh and invigorate us, as well as all nature. He- 
brings about the successions of seasons to recup- 
erate and enhance production to crown the year 
with his goodness. He not only provides for our 
support, but also for our comfort. He gave us im- 
portant senses as avenues of a thousand pleasures 
through which we arc furnished with the most 
agreeable scenes, sounds, relishes and perfumes 
he has secured us pleasant tastes, and conuected 
sweet gratification with the most necessary part of 
life. No une in health eats simply from a sense of 
duty, but also for pleasure to sustain life. The 
pleasures and comforts are so numerous as to pre- 
clude the possibility to enumerate them all. Do we 
bless the Lord and not forget all these benefits ? 
Oh, the ingratitude of the children of men t How 
few properly appreciate the goodness and mercy 
of God ! Distinguished from the general good- 
ness of God, there is, however, an especial and a 
peculiar kindness, which regards us as sinners : 
God calls this mercy and grace, glad tidings of 
great joy, peace on earth and good will towards 
men. This is the crowning goodness of the Lord. 
He retnum tiered us when in rebellion, and when we 
forfeited onr birthrights ; and made ample provis- 
ions to enable us to regain what was lost. He 
procured us the means through which we could bo 
again reinstated into his favor and friendship, even 
at the exjHinse of his only begotten Son. He de- 
livered him for our offenses, and afterwards raised 
him for our justification. Though our sins are as 
scarlet, at our option they shall be made white as 
snow in the blood of the Lamb. And be offers to 
us the privilege, as free agents, to procure spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places, forever. Herein is 
love and mercy, and kindness and goodness I Yea, 
his Son is now at the right hand of God and inter- 
cedes for us. Let us praise the Lord as saints, for 
His mercy and goodness endureth forever. What 
shall separate ns from the love of Christ and the 
goodness of God ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword ? Nay ! "For I am persuaded," says Paul, 
and every true follower of Christ, "that neither 
death, nor life, nor' angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
'height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be 
able to separate us from the love of God, which ia 
in Christ Jesus." 

( iiKl will ever more provide, 

Through all life's dreary way,— 
lie II tw our constant guide. 

He'll keen us night mid day. 
No foea, no ,ii ri Unfed we fear, 

For tiod, the Just, la alwaji near ; 
Hie wings protect us from all harm 

Till all llife'e storm* in death are calmed. 


The I. ord Is Good. 

*BV 8. H. FURHT. 
"Oh, that men would praise the Lord for hie goodnees and for 
hi* wonderful works to the children of men."— P». I«7 ; ». 

That the Lord is good cannot be denied, though 
we appreciate it so little. He ia good to all and 
his tender mercies are over g II hi* works. He 
opens bta hand and supplies every living creature* 
Hia solicitude is so great that a sparrow does not 
fall to the ground, but be notices it. And be ia so 


There are two freedoms — the false, where a man 
is free to do what he likes ; the true, where a man 
is free to do what he ought. 

No one but a total abstainer is allowed' under 
the laws of Michigan to be employed as engineer, 
train despatches fireman, brakeman, or other rail- 
road servant. Any railroad violating this law is- 
liable to a fine of $500 foreach offence. 

At Mitchell, D, T., a temperance meeting is held: 
once a month in each of the churches ; other con- 
gregations are not aaktd to discontinue services on 
that evening. After each congregation is thua- 
visited In alphabetical order, a mass-meeting is 
held in the court-house, all congregations joining: 
together at this time. Printed slips of temperance- 
songs are distributed, and in every way the occa- 
sion is made as interesting as possible. 


